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‘opportunity of meeting him if you could arrange it. 






| DEPARTMENT OF 


1 
Wallace Murray Esq., re Riek 
Chief of Division of Near Eastern attiags, S = 
Department of State, > 
Washington, D.C. o 


Dear Mr.Murray; e 
~s 

I thank-you for your letter of the 

fifteenth of November’ and appreciate your having 

communicated with King Ibn Saud that your Department 

is ready and willing to facilitate the obtaining of 

road engineers when His Majesty desires them. As 

you know my connections with ’ King Abdul Aziz and 

his Government are , I think unique, so many of 

the usual formalities are waived. 


It has been decided that I should go to 
New Mexico, Arizona, and California to endeavour to 
carry out the wishes of King Ibn Saud as expressed 
in his letter of August 17-of which you have a copy- 
concerning irrigation enterprises in Ne jd. I ex- 
a to go iy car and would be in Washington between 
ry 15 and 25, I cannot yet tell the exact day 
“It will be a pleasure to see you égain . I sha 
takging with me a number of colored still pic 
( with my projector) which I took during see 


year in Hedjaz, Nejd and Asir . Shall be gla 
show them to you if you wish. I wonder es 
President would be interested, or have the time, 


see them. Anyhow I would much appreciate the 


After having met Haile Selassie, Imman Yahia and King 
Ibn Saud it would be especially interesting. 


Kindest regards and best wishes for the 
finest kind of a Christmas and most successfiul New Year. 


Yours sincerely, 





‘My fear Mr. Twitehell: 

I have received your letter of December 16, 1940, 
and am glad to know of your plans in connection with 
King Ibn Saud's interest in highway and irrigation 
matters. 

It will be a pleasure to see you again when you 
are in Washington later this month. 

I have made inquiries regarding your wish to see 
the President, and I am informed thet the Department 
does not make arrangements for American citizens to 
see him, with the erc>;tion of American ambassadors 
and ministers. Accordingly, if you wish to pursue 
the matter, it would be best for you to teke it up 
with General Edwin M, Watson, Militery Aide and 
Secretary to the President. The opinion has been 
expressed, however, that in view of the extremely — 
heavy burden of work which the President is carrying, 
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ané@ the occurrence of inauguration on January 20, it 
‘will probably be very difficult to secure an appointment, 

I should of course be delighted to see your pictures 
if my engagements permit and if you find it convenient to 
bring then. 

We have now heard from all of the persons addressed 
in regard to archeological exploration in Seudi Arable 
end Nejran in particular. All of the replies, I regret 
to sey, ave negative in character, but of course they 
vary somewhat in detail. We shall be glad to show you 
the file when you arrive. 

Thank you for your holidey wishes which, you may be 
gure, I fully reciprocate. 

Yours sincerely, 


Wallace a, 
Chief, Division of Near Affairs 
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I dislike intensely tattling on anyone but the 
implication in the enclosed letters relating to an 
‘activity on the part of Twitchell seems to warrant 
my bringing them to ycur attention, 


This is by no means the first time that Twitchell 
has, for reasons best known to himself, used his 
ready access to Ibn Saud and his servitors to place 
before the Saudi Arabian government matters which 
do not properly fall within his competency, but I 
am so grateful to him for having succeeded in "selling" 
that country in Washington when I had failed that I 
have been more than ready to overlook these little 
frolics on his part. This instance however seems a j 
bit exceptional in that he assumed without consulting 
me to inject himself in a matter in which the Legation 
had taken the initiative and on that account I have 
not passed it over. Naturally I would have preferred 
to tell Twitchell what I thought of this démerche of | 
his but unfortunately the knowledge of it came to me 
in such a way that it could not be discussed with him 
without involving others. We should not, however, 
judge him too harshly for no doubt both his personal 
and business interests in Saudi Arabia offer temp tations 
which even a more direct and robust character t 
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Twitchell might have difficulty in resisting. «co | 
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I might add that as regards the subject matter 
of this correspondence, namely road building in Saudi 
Arabia, I have collected more definite data which I 
hope to présent to you at a later date. 


Cordially yours, 


Alun. bh 


Enclosures: 


l- Copy of letter from K.S. Twitchell, 
dated February 2, 1943. 


e- Copy of letter from J. Harold Shullaw, 
dated February 22, 1943. 


S- Copy of letter from Alexander Kirk to 
J. Harold Shullaw, dated February 25, 1943, 
with enclosure dated January 29, 1943. 


Cairo, Pebruery 2, 1943, 


The Honorable 
Alexander Kirk 
American Minister to Seudi Arabia, 
american 


tion, 
Gairo. 
Dear Mr. Kirk: 


Read Sonstruction 


, I wieh to confirm our conversation regarding 
read eonstruction in Seudi arabia to relieve unem- 

ployment. As you mow the ‘audi Government have 

made @ rt alge statement to the Department of State 


& te Ltd, are considered vital and essential to 
—— stability of the covernment of saudi 
A ° 


You are elec aware of the fact thet al the 
MeE.5eCe. in Cairo recommended the priorities a: ie 


space required for mu es to the mine and 
in operation, the “.8.8.C, in ana in London 
heve cameelled the Calro r % « Undoubtedly 


ecommenda 
this ie om secount of the vital need for shipping space 
for the presaat end new offensives, 


A Gable received from the mine January 26th stated 
that — @upplies are sufficient to run the aili 
end the mine four months. Yesterday, by 
the cooperation of the British Bngineer-in-Chief, we 
have the promise of 50 tons of explosives which should 
@umming for one oy ea 





Worke which would bemefit Seudi Arabia ere roads, 
eee eet SY Sine Serene ent gveded Vat nus necess~ 
arily metelled or paved. 

The most essential routes are: 


1. Jedda to Medina. The present route should 


@. Route from Mecca to Riyadh thence eventually 
to: if and the Persian Gulf both et Fl 
and Kuwait, 
'3. Route from Yenbo to Medina. 


4. Route from sbha, Wadi Dthdle Wadi Btwad to 
Dard Sabdiya and Jizsan. 


&. Route from Abha to Nedran vie Zahaeran, 


6. Route from Abhe to Taif along the highlands 
touching the main villages. 


ee see poate Lume Sette to Rating 

would be most accessible for the men thrown out of 
ghar 2a tng sulle eg ay De Be of ihe aaa 

to pligrims travelling to the holy city of Medina, 
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i ov @ Le Torneau Serapers, 6 or 12 cubic 
yerd capaci ty. . 
or 


& Caterpiiller ,etrol craeders No. 12 


4 to 6 Jackhameer air drilis with ie sets 
“t — steel and 1.8. or Timken detatchable 


lor 8 Grinders for bite. 
Spares for all the above equipment, 


The U.S. Amy Engineer dagge at Messawe and Goure 
or Asmara have the above equipment and the Britiah 
Bugineering Corps in Cairo have large numbers ané 
quantities, more than the Amorican Engineers but 
how guch is sotually evallable, though mach {s now 
idle, I cannot say. 


Major J.4. Wecalerney, 6.8.%, » #1 Sharia 
ae sae prone, Sees extension 99, cave me the 
information the equipment now in Eritres. 

Maturally the more extensive the read construction 
which go umierteken in Saudi Arabis the greater 
will be benefit and the apprecietion, 
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K, 5S. Twiteheli 


Pp Jidda, February 22, 1943. 





Dear Mr. Minister: 


This morning Garry Owen gave me a copy of a letter 
addressed to you by Mr. Twitchell on February 2, 1943 
Owen was given the copy of Najib Salha to whom Mr, Twitchell 
had sent it with the following notation: 


"I would much appreciate it, Najib, if you 
would send a translation of this to H.E, Shaikh 
Abdulla asking him to show it to His Majesty 
informally. Many thanks. K.S.1T." 


The previous day Owen, for reasons which appear just 
to me, had mentioned the road building project to Wajib 
in confidence and Najib had expressed himself as pleased 
with the idea and hopeful that it might be brought to 
realization. When Mr. Twitchell's letter arrived by plane 
the following day Najib showed it to Owen and indicated 
that Mr. Twitchell was apparently seeking to make the 
project his own. Najib has not to date followed Mr. 
Twitchell's request that the letter be given to Abdulla 
Suleiman nor has he spoken of the matter to His Majesty. 
I believe "translation difficulties" can be relied upon to 
hold up delivery of the letter to the Finance Minister for 
some time. 


I yguestion the propriety of Mr. Twitchell attempting 
to bring the road project to the attention of Ibn Saud in 
this manner when if undertaken it will be a project of the 
American Government. Purthermore, I see in the letter a 
number of statements which may do considerable harm, In 
addition to placing himself before Ibn Saud as a prime 
mover in the road project, Mr. Twitchell has unjustifiebly, 
in my opinion, linked the Saudi Arabian Mining Syndicate 
with the project. The implication of his letter is that 
in caupensation for the closing down of the Mine the build- 
ing of reads in Saudi Arabia might be undertaken at the 
expense of the British and American Governments "...who are 
responsible for the suspending of operationsy..". 


The Honorable 
Alexender Kirk, 


American Minister, 
Cairo. 
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I fail to see any reason for Mr. Twitchell bringing 
to the attention of Ibn Saud a letter in which in speak- 
ing of possible curtailment of mining operations he 
states: "...the Government will lose its income from 
royalties and it, with the many Saudi Arabs who ow 25% 
of the shares of the Syndicate, will be much disappointed 
and may have unkind things to say oreven publish about the 
British and Americans who have taken gold, silver, cooper, lead 
@néd zinc from their country as well as cash for stock and 
then have closed down and thrown their nationals out of 
eaployment." In effect by giving a copy of his letter to 
the Seudi Government Mr. Twitchell has furnished that Govern- 
ment with a blue print of anticipated reaction to closing 
of the Mine. 


It appears to me that Mr. Twitchell's personal ambitions 
are interfering with his Judgement and that nis illeonsidered 
action has created a difficult problem. Wajib is not aware 
that Owen has given me a copy of Mr, Twitchell's letter. 

I would appreciate it if you would give me some advice in 
the matter, 


Sincerely, 


(Sgd.) 
J. Harold Shullaw. 


Cairo, February 25, 1945. 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


Dear Similiaw: 


I need od neampely tell you that your letter of 
Pebruary re oa gg a egal gs I con- 
sider Teitohe use of his letter to me entirely 
irregular and, in fact, reprehensible. I should 
like to tell him so, but do not see how I can do so 
without involving Owen and Najit which I do not wish 
to 


The real facts are outlined in the enclosed 
memo, which show that Twitchell's pert in the matter 
was entirely incidental and prompted by his interest 
in combatting umemployment in Seudi Arabia. 

towards road building in the coumtry came 

form Sime peneaiie of the Eine st the Palace dinner 
in December end the continuation was my request to 
Owen for information on the basis of which I might 
be able to interest cur government in the projects 
im question. Twitehell had nothing to do with this 
and n+ + Saeeaiaaauaaas came wuch later and as merely 
an as 


I see no reason 4 HWajib should not b« told 
the truth even the explanetion put 
Twitchell in eae bad t for I think thet it is 
easential that this affair be placed in its proper 
aspects before the misunderstanding grows. If, 


Qwen agree, 
ation be e objectively to Najib with 
vate letter from 


Twitchell 
J. Haveld Shuallav, rg Pe 


Americen Charg’ d'Affeires ed Interim, 
a 





Date: January 29, 1943. 


Subject: Construction ef Roads in Saudi arabia. 


Participants: My, Twitenell, 
Minister, 


Mx, Twitchell called on me and said 
eonnection with the refusel of M.E.8.C. to author- 
ize “yon rgd of orders for Saudi Arabian Wining 
Syndicate that one of the consequences thereof would 
be the curtailment of the work of the mining co 
and the discharge of laborers, He said that the 
situation would be relieved if work could be found 
for these laborers. 


I replied that following a remark of the King 
during my recent visit to Jidde that he was inter- 
ested in the construction of roads in Saudi Arabia, 

I had looked into the matter and had been collect-~ 
information as to the most pressing road projects 
that if any such action was taken there it 

be a gerade ted of absorbing = that work t 

bo whem he orr Twitchell. said 
that t was an excellent ides or that he would 
furnish me with some data as to road projects in 





(Sed. ) 
Alexander Kirk 


Aprit 6, 1945 


AIR MAIL 


Rersonal and Confidential 


My Gear Alexander: 


regarding” peve » received your letter of February 26, 1943 
the unethical conduct of Mr. Twitchell] with 
wales’ te plane for road building in Saudi Arabia. It 
x thet he has @ much too far. Probably 
6 ie. 3 will have completed in the near future the 
\ dink tome’ of the cultural Mission. As goon as 
ah . report is completed, it would probably be best for 
v4 B hon to ry eth to United States, or at least to wind 


the affaires of the Mission as expeditiously as pos- 
sat sible in order that he will no evaein the stains 


of an rb Mg (gm of this Government he should Gesire to 


‘ Near East. As no doubt you have surnised, 
qh your ee tektie served as a basis for the Sooavaauet "a recent 
Legraphic inquiry as to the present status of the Mission. 


Sincerely yours, 


Within Mi — 








an Honorable 
APp SAP. 
6 “bay Alexander Kirk, 


American Minister, 


pry ~ 
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go om 
- oO 24 Memorandum of Conversation 
on 4 SEE | 
> ZzE5 DATE: March 10, 1943 
pes art ud 
"SE om gee | 
sussiet: PROHOSED; OBSTRUCTION OF A ROAD ACROSS SAUDI ARABIA, | 
4 rae ee Oo - F 
« PARTICIPANTS: My, William J, Lenahan, CaYifornia Arabian Standard 
011 Company 


Mr, Merriam we 


MR. wy lay 
RRay gs 


\ MAR 
an, THR 


nd 
The ny OE stat’ 





ere 11408 


Mr, Lenahan let me have a copy of the attached tele~ 
gram which had been received from the company's representa- 
tive in Saudi Arabia, and said that it had to do with the 
preestes construction of a road across that country, Mr, 

enahen said that it was difficult for him to understand, 
in view of the scarcity of the machinery and shipping which 
such a project would entail, how it could be undertaken 
during the war, 
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heard regarding the project, but that I presumed we should 
be informed of it im due course if the Legation was consider- 
ing the matter at all seriously, In response to his ques- 
tion; I said I saw no objection to the genpany 6 telegraph- 
ing instructions to its representative in Saudi Arabia 

along the lines of the latter's suggestion, namely: that,_ 
the company would give advisory assistance regarding the 
project to the Legation at Cairo, but would leave it to |. E 


{ 
I told Mr, Lenahan that this was the first we had | 
i 
% 


‘the Legation to take all initiative, 
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FROM OWEN QUOTE 445 YR426 MEMORANDUM FROM So CHIEF TO 
“FRIES HERE STATES DURING HIS CHRISTMAS VISIT Bods TALKED TO 
HIM ABOUT PROJECT AND THAT HE BEGAN UPON RETURN TO CAIRO TO 
GET ALL POSSIBLE INFORMATION ON PROJECT WITH A VIEW TO PUSH 
ACTIVELY AT FIRST OPPORTUNITY. FURTHER STATES THAT THIS WAS 
REASON FOR FOLLOWING UP WITH OHLIGER AND ME PARAGRAPH 
IRRESPECTIVE OF ENCOURAGEMENT WE HAVE GIVEN PROJECT IT HAS AND 
WOULD CONTINUE TO RECEIVE ACTIVE ATTENTION CAIRO FRIEND. 
APPRECIATE WHY YOU FEEL DESIRABLE COMPANY ACT ONLY IN AN 
WE CAN TO OUR | caTRO GPRIENDS FROM THE START BUT LEAVE IT TO 
THEM TO TAKE ALL INITIATIVE? IN ANY EVENT WILL DO NOTHING 


ADVISORY iaiiaitee Wie es WE NOT GIVE WHAT ADVISORY ASSISTANCE 





FURTHER WITHOUT FURTHER COMMUNICATION WITH YOU. UNQUOTE 


J. MACPHERSON 


a 


oe Sell Pain. Pans ox baa bb lt ep stud. a-T aw thee fa 


& 





between | Goverment 
offietiais, Calisurase Aoawion Seankady Wai Ob), 
Lend-Lease 


the Le mations at Jidda and Caire and 
authorities Oe 
Informs of road easfations in Saudi Arabia. 








end 


$90f.154 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Requests Legation's recommendations as to what 
auspices the Jidda-Riyadh road repairs shovld 
be under. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Bee Toleit8, 4mm 


(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated ____Mare28,19¢4.__. saa Saudi Arabie 


File No. 890f 624/129. Confidential File 


@. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFPICK 1-—-1540 
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890f.164 
‘CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Machinery fo? fded project. 
FROM LANDIS relative to -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Dated._Apri2 10,2944 | - CELEB EIRE. 
: : Ag Kirk 


ef 1-140 
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SUBJECT goad project in Saudi Arabia; 


War Department has been instructed to make aVailable 
necessary personnel @nd equipment for -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


Mi i csissoccssaarnsniorinas vmnahissctioastsnimmenminsi 
WMespatch, telegram, instruction, letter, eto.) 
Dated Apr-18,1944 E 
Arabia 
File No. 880f 24/144 00 


pen 
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Saystroent of reat fron d1ade to Riyadh tn Sentt 


v1 ay 9H AMBASSADOR, Inquires 
€ + under American or British auspices 


ent. soqumsiek lib Wor Reparteent to inetrest General 


Ales tos 





For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Tel.#a201, ePM (menmidse) = 


(Despatch, telegram, instruction, leiter, otc.) 


Dated _April.24,.1944 To | Sreat-Britein. 





%. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 3-—~15460 


for American military personnel to 
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OPD 336 Arabia (26 Apr 44) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT : 


(Attn: Mr. Paul H. Alling, Deputy Director, 
Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs. 


\ 


nati 10 FS 3 
" Reference State Department NE 890 F.24/131, Memorandum for 
Colonel Charles W. McCarthy, GSC, Chief, Liaison Section, OPD, War 


f, \s uf Department General Staff, 18 April 1944, recommending that the War 


© 
Subject: Road Repair Program for Saudi Arabia f°} 

e 

Ol 

. 
Department consider instructing General Giles to make available a ~ 
small number of military personnel, and if necessary the requisite — 
road machinery to construct and repair the roads in Saudi Arabia in ($1) 
questions; the following information is furnished: 

a. General Royce discussed the subject of construction or 
repair of Saudi-Arabian roads, with King Ibn Saud in December, 
1943, and reported subject discussion to the War Department 
without recommendations. There has been no Army planning sub- 
sequent to these discussions. 


be. A major road construction program involving large num- 
bers of soldiers, a great amount of equipment, and several 
years of time is not advisable at the present time. 


ce The War Department will consider a less elaborate pro- 
gram of road repair, contemplating the improvement of some 
existing roads, calling for six or eight military personnel 
to work in a supervisory capacity, and the necessary small = 
amount of equipment. General Giles is being directed to make ro 
a survey of what is needed to ascomplish such a repair program. ( ) 








SECRET 184 
OPD 336 Arabia (26 Apr 44) 28 April 1944 
Subject: Road Repair Progra for Saudi Arabia 


d. It would be desirable for the currently proposed British 
repair program to be coordinated with thet now considered by 


the War Department. 
For the Secretary of War. 





CHARLES W. MoCARTHY, 
Colonel, G.S.C., 
4 Chief, Liaison Section, OPD, WDGS. 
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clonely pr Phen ciieer 34 “a SECRET : 





 abmnen Bepartment of State ale 
Charge to 
renee” way ga 
q (WwW 
AMLEGATION, 
JIDDA. 
92 


The War Department, although at present unwilling 
to undertake a major road building program, is directing 
)o4 General Giles to survey what would be needed to accomplish 
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gqoF. a repair program involving military personnel of six or 
eight together with a small amount of necessary equipment, 
The War Department considers also that it would be 
desirable for the British to coordinate their proposed 
road repair program with the project under consideration 
by the War Department. 
You and Landis may wish to take this up with 
General Giles when you go to Cairo, 
Sent to Jidda. Repeated to Cairo. 


% VRY, 
(671) 
’ we 

= / Please repeat to Cairo for Landis, 
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It was contemplated tha 
tools would be used, and that the British group would not 
‘renain in Saudi arabla permanently. 
-.: >, Om Aprl1 17, 1944, a British officer, a warrant officer 
‘-and eix enlisted men arrived in Jidda. They spent some three 
“| weeks in the Government Guest ‘louse at Jidda while they made 
“Wivotiae eat lees the local authorities for transportation 
: ane and local labor, Their requirements were not readily 
. @ 6... ~ 
Sarly in Way, the group proceeded to ashira, three to . 
_ four hours by automobile east of iiecoa, where they 
their road work. at ashira they did little, and then they 
m@ved to Sharaya, a short distance eastwards from iieoca. 
-Hete they constructed a short detour or cut-off to improve 
the oxisting route. — s 
- aPabe who use the road report that by tie tine the new 
- .. gonatruction wag finished, it was as rough as the section of 
e. - , poad'which it eliminated. It is allegeé, but has not been 
' proven, that the work was of no vulue whatsogver, ( 
pate At present, the officer in charge spends a considerable i 
2 oe of his tiie in Jidda, while the reusinder of t..e group i 
- is reported to be idle at Sharaya. 
Vhen lir. Landis, Director of American Kconomic Operations 
=, in the Middle Last, was in Jidda early in May, he learned that 
:| the read repair mission was an ESC enterprise, although he, 
~ as American representative on 22SC hed heard nothing of it. 
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SUBJECT informs concerning road repair project. 





For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated Oat.14, 1944... ow |_flaudi Aredia 


File No. _890¥.24/1001444 0.0.0.0... 
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